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innately. But the very great majority of people must learn the Old Speech. Hardic practitioners of the art magic learn it from their teachers. Sorcerers and witches learn a few
words of it; wizards learn many, and some come to speak it almost as fluently as the dragons do..It was utterly still..strange country under his feet: empty shafts and rooms
of dark air in the dark earth, a vertical."Of course," he said, his smile growing brilliant. "But witches aren't always chaste, are they? Maybe that's what the Masters are afraid
of. Maybe celibacy isn't as necessary as the Rule of Roke teaches. Maybe it's not a way of keeping the power pure, but of keeping the power to themselves. Leaving out
women, leaving out everybody who won't agree to turn himself into a eunuch to get that one kind of power ... Who knows? A she-mage! Now that would change everything,
all the rules!".She knew he was right..All the people of the Archipelago and the Reaches share the Hardic language and culture with local variations. The Raft People of the
far South West Reach retain the great annual celebrations, but little else of Archipelagan culture, having no commerce, no agriculture, and no knowledge of other
peoples.."So, to be blunt about it, if you have this gift, Diamond, it's of no use, directly, to our business. It has to be cultivated on its own terms, and kept under control -learned and mastered. Only then, he said, can your teachers begin to tell you what to do with it, what good it will do you. Or others," he added conscientiously..that bush
into the seeming of a tree," he said, and promptly Otter did so. Illusion came so easy.cruel, and he hugged her again and said she was the kindest mother in the world, and
so she went.Gift hurried to the village. She went straight up to the doorstep, bent over the heap, and laid her hand on it. Everybody gasped and muttered, "Avert! Avert!"
except Tawny's youngest daughter, who mistook the signs and piped up, "Speed the work!".here is of any account. And one day the dragon will come into its strength. If it
takes a thousand."What's Alder paying you for all this?" she demanded while the water was heating. She was still indignant, speaking more bluntly even than usual..As far
as the mind goes.."More a mater of getting in with it, I think." The old man was burying the core of his apple and the larger bits of eggshell under loose dirt, patting it over
them neatly. "Of course I know the words, but I'll have to learn what to do as I go. That's the trouble with the big spells, isn't it? You learn what you're doing while you do it.
No chance to practice. "Ah-there! You feel that?"."It always seemed to me they're sort of alike," he said, "magic and music. Spells and tunes. For."Keep her quiet," said the
young woman, and left him holding the mare's reins in this deserted."But he told me about some of the students.".the rain-streaked open air, preventing himself from making
a spell, and angry at himself for.bench beside her door and set the spindle turning. She had spun a yard of grey-brown yarn before."Thank you, mistress," he muttered,
crouching at the fire. She brought him a bowl of broth. He drank from it eagerly yet warily, as if long unaccustomed to hot soup..pay you -".wandered the day before, and
that perhaps I was even looking from the bottom of the dark.The young man, called Ivory, did not actually have his staff and cloak yet; he explained that he.could do..After a
long time, late in the afternoon, old Hound came trudging up the valley. He stopped now and then and sniffed. He sat down on the hillside beside the scar in the ground,
resting his tired legs. He studied the ground where some crumbs of fresh dirt lay and the grass was bent. He stroked the bent grass to straighten it. He got to his feet at last,
went for a drink of the clear brown water under the willows, and set off down the valley towards the mine..their hair. They kissed each other, timidly at first..All the thoughts
he had not been able to think for days and weeks were racing through his head, a storm of ideas and feelings, a passion of rage, vengeance, pity, pride..they could, seeing
him as the source of the worst evils they suffered, a malign being. In those.there's no use trying to conceal anything from me, is there? The wise child loves his father
and."Ach, it's a witch's den," Crow said, at the whiff of herbs and aromatic smoke, and he stepped.They walked without light except for the faint werelight Gelluk sent before
them. They went.The five tales in this book explore or extend the world established by the first four Earthsea.on other islands, the school's reputation and influence grew
rapidly. The mage Teriel of Havnor,.the Gate open because he held the Mountain still." They praised his modesty and did not listen to.For Golden looked on the Art Magic
with genuine humility as something quite beyond him -- not a.House as a student. Master Doorkeeper?".little like models of wartime searchlights..The winter passed by, and
the cold early spring, and with the warm late spring came a letter from his mother, brought by a carter. Diamond read it and took it to Master Hemlock, saying, "My mother
wonders if I might spend a month at home this summer.".It's unsettling. For all our delight in the impermanent, the entrancing flicker of electronics, we.time to time, and then
shut his eyes..This harmony generally prevailed through the reign of Maharion. In the Dark Time, with no control."The key," Gelluk repeated, urgent..of the throat quiver at
the effort, cheeks glistening, the whole face moving to an inaudible.he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till he could read it. "Illiterate wizards are the curse of.Three
children, two boys of fifteen or sixteen and a girl of twelve, were taken by one of Losen's patrols south of Omer, running a stolen fishing boat with the magewind. The patrol
caught them only because it had a weatherworker of its own aboard, who raised a wave to swamp the stolen boat. Taken back to Omer, one of the boys broke down and
blubbered about joining the Hand. Hearing that word, the men told them they would be tortured and burned, at which the boy cried that if they spared him he would tell them
all about the Hand, and Roke, and the great mages of Roke.."But he scared em, somehow, did he?".The danger in trying to do good is that the mind comes to confuse the
intent of goodness with the.given him for his twelfth birthday. He put it to his lips, his fingers danced, and he played a.They had to share a room at the crowded inn with two
other travellers, but Ivory's thoughts were perfectly chaste, though he laughed at himself a little for it..She stared. "But I thought you'd tell it to me - the password.".A man
came up the mountain to Woodedge, a charcoal burner from Firn. "My wife Nesty sends a message to the wise women," he said, and the villagers showed him Ayo's house.
As he stood in the doorway he made a hurried motion, a fist turned to an open palm. "Nesty says tell you that the crows are flying early and the hound's after the otter," he
said..After the death of Orm the dragons remained a threat in the West, especially when provoked by.But the other learning he had been given had made Otter touchy in
these matters, delicate of.Medra took her hand and put his forehead against it. Telling his story he had kept back tears. He could not do so now.."Bringing them a student yes. A student of great gifts!".Unfortunately the king's wizards, enraged at the attack on the heart of the kingdom and heartened by their victory in the Pelnish Sea, had
taken the fleet on into the far West Reach and attacked the islets and rocks where the dragons raised their young, killing many broods, "crushing monstrous eggs with iron
mauls." Hearing of this, Orm's dragon anger woke again, and he "leapt for Havnor like an arrow of fire." (Dragons are generally referred to both in Hardic and Kargish as
male, though in fact the gender of all dragons is a matter of conjecture, and in the case of the oldest and greatest ones, a mystery.).think about being a man.".Unfortunately
the king's wizards, enraged at the attack on the heart of the kingdom and heartened."Too high and mighty these days to stop and talk," said Tarry, "though I taught him all
he knows of harping. But what's that to a rich man?".came to him with its easy, loose, majestic tread, and breathed into his open palm. All those that."Witchery," they said,
"sacrilege, defilement.".The Years of the Kings of Havnor were a period of prosperity, discovery, and strength, but in the."Yes," I said and felt jittery, as if my words would
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have God knows what consequence. "I.THE ISLAND OF SEMEL lies north and west across the Pelnish Sea from Havnor, south and west of the Enlades. Though it is one
of the great isles of the Earthsea Archipelago, there aren't many stories from Semel. Enlad has its glorious history, and Havnor its wealth, and Paln its ill repute, but Semel
has only cattle and sheep, forests and little towns, and the great silent volcano called Andanden standing over all..dragons over the Pelnish Sea, which probably increased
the dragons' ire. Just as Erreth-Akbe."Nobody can do more than that," said Rose..him. Gelluk was powerful, masterful, strange, yet he had set him free. For the first time in
weeks.faced and bright-eyed and cheerful. He had taken it hard when his voice changed, the sweet treble.was some sniggering and shushing..Irian was studying the Namer
covertly but equally attentively, trying to see if she could tell if.she said.."It can do it by itself," Diamond said, and held out the fife away from his lips. His fingers danced on
the stops, and the fife played a short jig. It hit several false notes and squealed on the last high note. "I haven't got it right yet," Diamond said, vexed and embarrassed..shut
him as usual into the brick-walled room, giving him a loaf of bread, an onion, a jug of.She was getting used to his strange face now and was able to read it. She thought that
he looked sad. His way of speaking was harsh, quick, dry, peaceable. The men of the Isle are not always wise, eh?" he said. "Maybe the Doorkeeper." He looked at her
now, not glancing but squarely, his eyes catching and holding hers. "But there. In the wood. Under the trees. There is the old wisdom. Never old. I can't teach you. I can
take you into the Grove." After a minute he stood up. "Yes?".control a storm, as a ship's weatherworker must do. But he thought he'd rather drown in a gale.had equipped
him with every kind of magic that could be needed in Iria of Westpool on Way. To
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