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Seven or eight years after Tehanu was published, I was asked to write a story set in Earthsea. A.sending he smiled a wide, sweet smile. But he looked old. He had never
looked so old. Ogion had.were people of the Hand in the Great Port. Though he had not known of them as a boy, he should.CELIBACY AND WIZARDRY.for the common
origin of dragons and humans is the archaic Hardic word in it that is commonly."It's the curds.".people, and by us, if we were to change certain ways of seeing and
understanding.".I sighed..Maybe it was to escape the hunt that Medra came to Pendor, a long way west of the Inmost Sea, or maybe some rumor among the women of the
Hand on Hosk sent him there. Pendor was a rich island, then, before the dragon Yevaud despoiled it. Wherever Medra had gone until then, he had found the lands like
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Havnor or worse, sunk in warfare, raids, and piracy, the fields full of weeds, the towns full of thieves. Maybe he thought, at first, that on Pendor he had found Morred's Isle,
for the city was beautiful and peaceful and the people prosperous.."But. . . where is the Inner Circle?".know what's in it, but to a stranger one always gives brit.".thin
woodlands towards the foothills that hid Mount Onn from the lowlands of Samory..labyrinth, the deepest pits filled with unmoving water. "Never was much silver, and
the.liked or think they might like the place, and who are willing to accept these hypotheses: things.When you construct or reconstruct a world that never existed, a wholly
fictional history, the.fly to Roke. Or swim, or sail, or come in any way at all. So we must ask what brought you here.".Hemlock was invited to his nameday party the year
after, a big party, beer and food for all, and."I am Anieb," she whispered..sparks, no, fireflies, swarms of burning moths. The chaos of lights extinguished the stars. When
I.Printed on narrow sands under granite cliffs, in the first light, were the tracks of a bird.But a year or so later he saw Diamond out in the back garden with his playmate
Rose. The children were squatting on their haunches, heads close together, laughing. Something intense or uncanny about them made him pause at the window on the
stairs landing and watch them. A thing between them was leaping up and down, a frog? a toad? a big cricket? He went out into the garden and came up near them, moving
so quietly, though he was a big man, that they in their absorption did not hear him. The thing that was hopping up and down on the grass between their bare toes was a
rock. When Diamond raised his hand the rock jumped up in the air, and when he shook his hand a little the rock hovered in the air, and when he flipped his fingers
downward it fell to earth..and the rowdy, foolish dogs, and all the work she did at home trying to keep Old Iria together and.her ear.."I've walked on dirt for seventy-five
years," Dulse had said. "A few more won't kill me!".you'll begin to get dizzy. You'll end with the blind staggers and die as they do.".After a long pause he went on. "You know
that a dragon brought back our Lord Sparrowhawk, with the young king, from the shores of death. Then the dragon carried Sparrowhawk away to his home, for his power
was gone, he was not a mage. So presently the Masters of Roke met to choose a new Archmage, here, in the Grove, as always. But not as always.."Of all of us. Of Way,
and Felkway, and Havnor, and Wathort, and Roke. All the people of the islands. He says that when King Lebannen was to be crowned, last autumn, he sent to Gont for the
old Archmage to come crown him, and he wouldn't come. And there was no new Archmage. So he took the crown himself. And some say that's wrong, and he doesn't
rightly hold the throne. But others say the king himself is the new Archmage. But he isn't a wizard, only a king. So others say the dark years will come again, when there
was no rule of justice, and wizardry was used for evil ends."."Keep her quiet," said the young woman, and left him holding the mare's reins in this deserted place. She
returned after some time lugging a heavy bucket, and set to sponging off the mare's leg. "Get the saddle off her," she said, and her tone held the unspoken, impatient, "you
fool!" Ivory obeyed, half-annoyed by this crude giantess and half-intrigued. She did not put him in mind of a flowering tree at all, but she was in fact beautiful, in a large,
fierce way. The mare submitted to her absolutely. When she said, "Move your foot!" the mare moved her foot. The woman wiped her down all over, put the saddle blanket
back on her, and made sure she was standing in the sun. "She'll be all right," she said. "There's a gash, but if you'll wash it with warm salt water four or five times a day, it'll
heal clean, I'm sorry." She said the last honestly, though grudgingly, as if she still wondered how he could have let his mare stand there to be assaulted, and she looked
straight at him for the first time. Her eyes were clear orange-brown, like dark topaz or amber. They were strange eyes, right on a level with his own..I'll destroy him.".All
spells use at least a word of the Old Speech, though the village witch or sorcerer may
not.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (35 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM]."It won't do," he said, talking
to himself in Hardic, and then he said, "I can't do it." Then he."Enough of that, my dear," Dulse said, laying his hand on it. "Come now. No wonder I kept thinking about
Silence. I should send for him ... send to him ... No. What did Ard say? Find the center, find the center. That's the question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to
himself, routing out his heavy cloak, setting water to boil on the small fire he had lighted earlier, he wondered if he had always talked to himself, if he had talked all the time
when Silence lived with him. No, it had become a habit after Silence left, he thought, with the bit of his mind that went on thinking the ordinary thoughts of life, while the rest
of it made preparations for terror and destruction.."You could have taught me! You never would!".lost something, lost it forever, lost it as he found it..had noticed that this
was how most of the women were made up. She held the back of the chair.order against the forces of ruin? Will it be you, of all men, who breaks the pattern?"."My place,
then. It isn't worth taking a gleeder. It's nearby.".and stone. You'd best go on. Farewell, Aihal. Keep the-keep the mouth open, for once, eh?".Nobody would touch him. They
stared from a distance at the heap lying in the doorway of San's house. San's wife wept aloud up and down the street. "Bad cess! Bad cess!" she cried. "Oh, my babe will
be born dead, I know it!".sound. She adjusted the back of it, gave me a smile, and left. I sat down. The cushions were.triple beat on his tabor, and they were off into a
sailor's jig..He resolved to wait and watch. Being a patient man with a strong will, he did so for four years,.a sorcerer's seduction-spell of which he was contemptuous even
as he made it, though he knew it.Dulse paused. "He was my master. Would have been my friend, perhaps, if I'd stayed on Roke. Have.wise, eh?" he said. "Maybe the
Doorkeeper." He looked at her now, not glancing but squarely, his.and spat. "Avert," he said.."What did you mean, Master Hemlock, in saying that you had protected me
here?".commerce with any other people. "We can't save them," Ember said. "We couldn't save ourselves.".He was sitting a little way from where he lay, looking at himself,
although it was still utterly."I don't know it, sir.".opens all the greater spells; and he spoke..spells made and annotated by a wizard, or by a lineage of wizards) there is
usually one copy only.."Just enough to keep going on, eh?".He strode from the house, turned, and set a fire spell on it so that it burst into flames, thatch and walls and every
window spouting fire. Women ran out of it screaming. They had been hiding no doubt in the back room; he paid them no attention. "Hound," he thought. He spoke the
summoning, using Hound's true name, and the old man came to him as he was bound to do. He was sullen, though, and said, "I was in the tavern, down the way there, you
could have said my use-name and I'd have come."
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