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absence of an event that up to that time had been as regular as the full moon..He watched the disaster unfold before his eyes, silent except for the rhythmic beat of the
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"Smarten it up," he called to the rest of Third Platoon, who were smoking, talking, and lounging in groups by the stream and around the bunker. The cigarettes were ground
out under the heavy soles of combat boots, the chattering died away, and the groups shuffled themselves into tidier ranks..234
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