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walked down the winding stairs, out of the tower, past the barracks, away from the mines. They walked through thin woodlands towards the foothills that hid Mount Onn
from the lowlands of Samory.."You won't tell me?".wholeness, was a gain for him. He had begun merely by trying to get her into his bed, a game he.from me?".This is a tale
of those times. Some of it is taken from the Book of the Dark, and some comes from.on. But she wanted to come, and came, and | let a rope ladder out the window, and she
climbed it..years old, "Why did you have me if you didn't want me?".The ship's weatherworker came aboard just before they sailed, no Roke wizard but a weatherbeaten
fellow in a worn sea-cloak. Ivory flourished his staff a little in greeting him. The sorcerer looked him up and down and said, "One man works weather on this ship. If it's not
me, I'm off.".Gift hurried to the village. She went straight up to the doorstep, bent over the heap, and laid."You are safer here.".Women who work magic may practice
periods of celibacy as well as fasting and other disciplines believed to purify and concentrate power; but most witches lead active sexual lives, having more freedom than
most village women and less need to fear abuse. Many pledge "witch-troth" with another witch or an ordinary woman. They do not often marry men, and if they do, they are
likely to choose a sorcerer.."Oh yes. You are uncommonly slow, young man, to recognize your own capacities." It was spoken.They brought him one boy. The other had
jumped from the ship, crossing Havnor Bay, and been killed by a crossbow quarrel. The boy they brought was in such a paroxysm of terror that even Early was disgusted by
him. How could he frighten a creature already blind and beshatten with fear? He set a binding spell on the boy that held him upright and immobile as a stone statue, and left
him so for a night and a day. Now and then he talked to the statue, telling it that it was a clever lad and might make a good prentice, here in the palace. Maybe he could go
to Roke after all, for Early was thinking of going to Roke, to meet with the mages there..founded a school on Roke as a center where they might gather and share
knowledge, clarify the.Golden reassured him that the wizard had actually said so, though of course what kind or a gift remained to be seen. The boy's modesty was a great
relief to him..The wind had come up again. They were both shivering, their teeth chattering. They stood face to.to do it, making the spell very carefully. It was the reversal of
a finding charm: a losing charm,."In the Inmost Sea, on the Isle of the Wise, on Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there are.along, and go with him: at least | would
learn something. My platform lifted lightly, like the wing.to be ruled by a woman called the Dark Woman, who was in league with the Old Powers of the earth..Mage
remained an essentially undefined term: a wizard of great power..all his life in the shipyards of Havnor, and knew he was fortunate. At least in daylight, when.The boy was in
fact a workman of the first order, carpenter, cabinetmaker, stonelayer, roofer; he had proved that when he lived up here as Dulse's student, and his life with the rich folk of
Gont Port had not softened his hands. He brought the boards from Sixth's mill in Re Albi, driving Gammer's ox-team; he laid the floor and polished it the next day, while the
old wizard was up at Bog Lake gathering simples. When Dulse came home there it was, shining like a dark lake itself. "Have to wash my feet every time | come in," he
grumbled. He walked in gingerly. The wood was so smooth it seemed soft to the bare sole. "Satin," he said. "You didn't do all that in one day without a spell or two. A village
hut with a palace floor. Well, it'll be a sight, come winter, to see the fire shine in that! Or do | have to get me a carpet now? A fleecefell, on a golden warp?"."You never sent
to me, you never let me send to you, all the time you were gone. | was just supposed to wait until you got tired of playing wizard. Well, | got tired of waiting." Her voice was
nearly inaudible, a rough whisper.."Many claimed Maharion's throne, but none could keep it, and the quarrels of the claimants divided.She could see his mind dance ahead
of hers, taking up and playing with ideas, transforming them as.She pondered. "I don't know.".he would spellbind Gelluk and hurl him into the refining fire, he would bind him
and blind him and.had used with her at first, before she showed him she hated it. "Why would you be a man?".bookkeeper.".for dragons! But that there was some kind of
scheming and gathering together of men of power on.he flinched away from the thought of asking her, asking a witch's opinion on anything, least of."Animals, too?"."To
say?".Sail home to the houses of the sunrise, Hasa.."l have a neighbor," said the black-braided woman, "who might have some paper, if you're after that.".The last beans
had got big and coarse on the vines; the cabbages were thriving. Three hens came."And cast wide!" He looked from one to the other again. "I wasn't well taught, in the City
of.them now. She saw oak and willow, chestnut and ash, and tall evergreens. From the dense, sun-shot."Tailoring?".the silence of the mother darkness into his mind..Gelluk
pressed close beside him, often taking his arm. "This way," he said several times. "Yes,.sweet golden wine. "Wine of the Andrades," said the young man with a modest,

complacent smile. By."But," said Dragonfly and stopped, caught by the argument. After a while she said, "So a name has
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